
NORTHERN COUNTIES GOLF UNION 

North of England Open Amateur Stroke Play Championship 2019 

Alwoodley Golf Club – 1st to the 3rd October 

 

Alwoodley Golf Club had the honour of hosting the English Open Amateur Stroke Play 

Championship (Brabazon Trophy) earlier this year, which was won by Ben Schmidt from 

Rotherham Golf Club. 

 

At 6,914 yards from the championship tees, the course presents a fair but challenging test 

for top class amateur golfers. 

 

 

   
 

This is the fourth straight year that The North of England Open Amateur Stroke Play 

Championship has been held at Alwoodley. It represents the final event on the 2019 

England Golf Order of Merit. 

 

   
   

                                               ----------------------------- 

 

Despite all the best laid plans from the championship organisers, the weather failed to behave 

itself on the first day and play had to be abandoned due to torrential rain which made the 

course unplayable.  

 

After careful consideration, the championship was reduced to a 54-hole event with “the cut” 

coming after just 18 holes of golf which would be played the following day. 

 

Round 1 

 

With the Head Greenkeeper and his team working wonders on the course, Adam Frontal from 

Cookridge Hall Golf Club got play under way at 7.30am on a very cold but dry morning. 

 

With only one round to play prior to “the cut” being made, it was important for all the players 

to get out of the blocks quickly and make a good start.  

 

This is exactly what James Biggs from Diss Golf Club did when he came in with a great 

round of 67 (33/34), which could have been even better if he had not dropped a shot on the 

484 yards par four final hole. 

 

James found himself with a two-shot lead at the end of the day from a group of four players 

who all recorded two under par rounds of 69. Will Coxon from Carus Green GC was one of 

them and, like James Biggs, he also succumbed to a bogey five on the last hole. The other 



three 69s came from James Ellis from Hendon GC who started and finished with birdie threes, 

Harry Goddard from Hanbury Manor GC who put up a good showing in this championship in 

2017 when he finished in third place and Sam Bairstow from Hallowes GC. 

 

Warren Bates from Heacham Manor GC found himself three shots back after coming in with 

a one under par 70 (38/32) and Harry Beavan from Crewe GC, Tom Stagg from Salisbury & 

South Wilts. GC and Simon Richardson from Spalding GC all recorded level par rounds of 71. 

 

With the top thirty-two players going through to play the final two rounds on Thursday, the 18 

hole “cut” was made at 75, with the top six players on that score just making it through after a 

count-back. 

 

Defending champion Charlie Thornton, like David Hague last year, unfortunately failed to 

make it through to the last two rounds this time around. 

 

With the weather forecast suggesting a dry but rather chilly final day, the qualifiers looked 

forward to the demanding day’s play to follow and the championship organisers breathed a 

sigh of relief that no further weather disruption was likely to occur, 

 

   
James Biggs - 67 Will Coxon - 69 James Ellis - 69 

 

   
Harry Goddard - 69 Sam Bairstow - 69 Warren Bates - 70 

 

   
Harry Beavan - 71 Tom Stagg - 71 Simon Richardson - 71 

 

Round 2 

 

It was a very cold, autumn day as Max Reynolds from Wheatley GC got play underway 

promptly at 7.30am on what was going to be a long and testing day’s golf for the thirty-two 

qualifiers. 

 

Sam Bairstow continued to play high quality golf as he put a second-round score of three 

under par 68 with his opening 69 for a 36-hole total of 137. He had the distinction of having 

four consecutive 3s on his card courtesy of the 9th, 10th (for eagle), 11th and 12th holes. 

 



James Biggs was sticking closely to him however as he recorded a 71 for a total of 138, just 

one stroke behind the leader Bairstow. Harry Goddard also came in with a level par round of 

71 which put him in third place with just round to go. 

 

Two shots further back on 142 were Tom Broxup from Cookridge Hall GC after he shot a 

second round 68 and Sam Lavelle from Lancaster GC who went around in 70. 

 

Other par or sub-par second rounds were achieved by Tom Beasley from The Chase GC (70), 

Ben Schmidt (71) and George Goddard from West Hove GC (71). 

 

   
Tom Broxup - 68 Sam Lavelle - 70 Tom Beasley - 70 

 

  

 

Ben Schmidt - 71 George Goddard - 71  

 

Round 3 

 

Despite an eventful and tiring couple of days, the field continued to play some top-class golf 

in the third and final round, none more so than Sam Bairstow who recorded seven birdies in 

his six under par round of 65 (32/33), which could have been even better if he had not 

dropped a shot on the 365 yards, 12th hole. 

 

His 54-hole total of 202, eleven under par was a truly outstanding effort and could not be 

matched by his fellow competitors. 

 

James Biggs was a model of consistency however, recording a second level par round of 71 

on the day to take second place with a score of 209. 

 

Fast finishing Ben Schmidt obviously has a great liking for the Alwoodley course. His third 

round of 68 (33/35) contained two 2s on the front nine on his way to claiming third place in 

the championship with a total of 211. 

 

Tom Stagg’s long journey up to Leeds proved to be well worth the trouble as he shot a two 

under 69 for a 212 total and fourth place. 

 

Warren Bates closed with a 71 for fifth place on 214, closely followed by Tom Broxup and 

Harry Goddard on 215 and Harry Beavan and Simon Richardson on 216. 

 

Other notable par or sub-par rounds were achieved by Josh Morton from Huddersfield GC 

with a 69 (35/34), the same score as Liam Phipps from Olton GC. David Houlding from just 

around the corner at Moortown GC came in with a round of 70 and Charlie Ward from 

Davyhulme Park GC closed with a 71.  

 

 



   
Josh Morton - 69 Liam Phipps - 69 David Houlding - 70 

 

 

  

Charlie Ward - 71   

 

So, for the fourth consecutive year, this prestigious end of season championship has been won 

by a Yorkshire County golfer.  

 

In addition to the main championship, Sam Bairstow was also triumphant in the County Plate 

alongside his Yorkshire compatriot Ben Schmidt. The pair finished on 141 but only won the 

trophy on a last six-hole countback from Suffolk’s James Bigg and Monty Scowsill, a 

member of Woodbridge GC. 

 

 

  
The Championship Trophy  

and The County Plate 

 

Clyde Camp Chairman – NCGU 

and  

Mike Sleath – Captain of Alwoodley GC 

 

 

Sam Bairstow and Ben Schmidt (not in the photo) 

County Plate Winners 2019 - Yorkshire 
 

 



 
Sam Bairstow presented by John and Gill Shaw, generous donators of the Championship Trophy 

 

Sincere congratulations to Sam Bairstow on winning the 2019 North of England Open 

Amateur Championship after a fantastic display of low scoring around the renowned 

Alwoodley course. 

 

The organisers and officials of the championship would like to sincerely thank all of those 

who took part in the seventh running of this event and they look forward to seeing everyone 

again next year at Alwoodley GC.  
  

A full results sheet for this championship may be found on the NCGU website by accessing 

the following link: -  
www.ncgu.co.uk/images/N_of_E_Open_Amateur_Stroke_Play_Championship_2019_Alwoodley_RESULT.pdf 

 

 

Tim Jackson 

On behalf of the Northern Counties Golf Union 

   

 

www.ncgu.co.uk/images/N_of_E_Open_Amateur_Stroke_Play_Championship_2019_Alwoodley_RESULT.pdf

