
NORTHERN COUNTIES GOLF UNION 

Seniors’ Amateur Championship 2019 

Ormskirk Golf Club - 23
rd

 & 24
th

 July 

 

 

Now in its 29
th

 year, the 36 hole stroke play event was hosted this year by Ormskirk Golf 

Club on their immaculately presented par 70 course.  

 

There was never any doubt that the competitors would feel right at home at Ormskirk as the 

club’s website strap line offers “a secluded haven where visitors are welcome”. 

 

With the weather forecast predicting hot, dry and sunny conditions, the Seniors’ 

Championship was set for two days of highly competitive play from some of the best players 

in the North of England aged 55 years and over. 

 

                                               ----------------------------- 

 

   
 Ormskirk GC  

 

In the first round, defending champion Richard Norton from Beverley and East Riding GC 

made a quick start with a fine opening round of 70, as did David Nunn from Fulford GC.  

 

At the end of play on the first day, they found themselves one shot ahead of Ian Clarke from 

Lindrick GC. and two ahead of Gareth Bradley (Bramhall GC), Ian Hendry (Seaton Carew 

GC), Robert Godley (Hillside GC), Alan Gillespie (St. Anns Old Links GC) and Andrew 

Woodhead (Hessle GC) who all recorded rounds of 72. 

 

Eight further competitors recorded rounds of three over par 73 to lay just three off the pace. 

  

   
Richard Norton - Beverley & East Riding GC David Nunn - Fulford GC Ian Clarke - Lindrick GC 

   

   
Gareth Bradley - Bramhall GC Ian Hendry - Seaton Carew GC Robert Godley - Hillside GC 



   

  

 

Alan Gillespie - St Anns Old Links GC Andrew Woodhead - Hessle GC  

 

After some heavy overnight rain, which the Ormskirk Course Manager and his team coped 

with extremely well, another hot and humid day was in store for the remaining competitors 

for round two. 

 

It looked all on that a considerable number of competitors would be bunched up at the top of 

the leader board at the end of round two and, as it turned out, this is exactly what happened. 

 

John Kirkpatrick from Ramside GC was a model of consistency after recording another round 

of 73 for a two round total of 146, the same score as Gareth Bradley and David Nunn. 

 

Lymm GC’s Martin France went one better shooting a two over par second round score of 72 

for a 145 total, the same as Gary Catt from Richmond GC but it was Catt who took the 

honours, finishing third overall in the championship by virtue of his best of the day score of 

71 in round two. 

 

With first round leader Richard Norton just three groups ahead of him, Robert Godley must 

have wondered whether his second successive round of 72 for a 36 hole total of 144 would be 

good enough for him to lift the championship silverware but it turned out that the Beverley 

and East Riding GC member managed to see off all of his senior rivals once again after 

posting a second round of 73 for a 143 total over the challenging Ormskirk course. 

 

   
John Kirkpatrick - Ramside GC Martin France - Lymm GC Gary Catt - Richmond GC 

 

So, Richard Norton became only the third competitor in the history of the event to enjoy back-

to-back victories in the NCGU Seniors’ Amateur Championship and will no doubt be eying 

Roy Smethurst’s record of winning three consecutive titles when the field tees it up for this 

championship again on the 21
st
 and 22

nd
 July 2020. 

 

Congratulations by the way to Roy for achieving a memorable hole in one at Ormskirk on 

their 142 yard 14
th

 hole. 

 

Chairman of the Northern Counties Golf Union, Clyde Camp presented the prizes to the 

winner, runner-up and third placed finisher and also to the age category winners who were 

Martin France (55-59), Stephen East from Leeds Golf Centre (60-64), Ken Sargent from 

Haydock Park GC (65-69) and Glyn Rees from Fleetwood GC (70 and over).   
  

 
                                                                                            

 



 

  

Richard Norton - Seniors’ Champion 2019   

 

  

 

Richard Godley - Runner-Up Gary Catt - Third  

 

  

 

Dennis Edge - President & Stephen Glover - Captain, Ormskirk GC Ormskirk GC  

 

Thanks to everyone at Ormskirk Golf Club for their friendship and hospitality, which greatly 

contributed towards the success of this championship. 

 

A full results sheet for the 2019 championship may be found on the NCGU website by 

accessing the following link:-  

www.ncgu.co.uk/images/NORTHERN_COUNTIES_SENIORS_AMATEUR_CHAMPI

ONSHIP_2019_Ormskirk_RESULT.pdf 

 

 

Tim Jackson 

On behalf of the Northern Counties Golf Union 
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